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TAGS: PFOR, PK 

SUBJECT: WAR CRIMES TRIALS 

1. S. A. KARIM, BANGLADESH PERMREP TO UN HAS DRAWN 
DEPARTMENT' S ATTENTION TO APRIL 28 TIMES OF INDIA ARTICLE 
REPORTING ON HONG KONG STANDARD INTERVIEW WITH GOP 
AMBASSADOR TO PEKING AGHA SHAHI. DESCRIBING QUOTE SECRET 
TALKS UNQUOTE IN NEW YORK DURING 1972 UNGA BETWEEN HIM- 
SELF AND S. A. KARIM ( USUN 3776 AND 3837), SHAHI IS QUOTED 
AS SAYING HE AND KARIM REACHED AGREEMENT ON PACKAGE IN 
CLUDING RELEASE OF POWS AND RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH. 
PACKAGE ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE BY GOP, HE SAID, BUT QUOTE 
REPUDIATED UNQUOTE BY BDG. SHAHI WENT ON TO SAY IN 
INTERVIEW QUOTE WE ARE NOT OPPOSED TO THE TRIAL OF CERTAIN 
NUMBER OF PAKISTANI POWS FOR ALLEGEDLY COMMITTING 
ATROCITIES IN WHAT WAS THEN EAST PAKISTAN. BUT THE TRIAL 
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MUST NOT BE USED FOR HUMILIATING PAKISTAN. THIS IS WHY 
WE AGREED IN SEPTEMBER ( AT UNGA) THAT THE TRIAL SHOULD 
NOT BE HELD ON SOIL OF BANGLADESH UNQUOTE. SHAHI ALSO 
QUOTED AS HAVING TOLD INTERVIEWER THAT ABOUT 200 POWS 
COULD BE HELD IN BANGLADESH FOR WAR CRIMES TRIALS ON 
CONDITION IT WAS A QUESTION OF QUOTE JUSTICE, NOT VEN- 
GEANCE UNQUOTE. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS NOTED RATHER UNQUALIFIED STATEMENT OF 
AZIZ AHMED APRIL 26 REGARDING GOP POSITION ON WAR CRIMES 

TRIALS AND WONDERS WHAT IF ANY LOCAL REACTION AGHA SHAHI 
INTERVIEW HAS GENERATED. ROGERS 
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